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EVENING WORSHIP

The Sermon      "We Have a Home" (Colossians 1:21-23) ....................................................................................................... Hal Pritchard

The Prelude ....................................................................................................................................................................... Prepare your heart for worship

Hymn .......................................................................................................................................................... "I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art"

Hymn .......................................................................................................................................................................... "How Sweet and Awful is the Place"

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Hymn .......................................................................................................................................................................................... "I Will Sing the Wondrous Story"

The Postlude

The Benediction

MORNING WORSHIP

The Sermon          "Love Your Enemies, Pt. II" (Matthew 5:43-48) ...................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

The Reading of the Word             Psalm 6:1-10  .......................................................................................................................................... Hal Pritchard

Thomas Winn         Elder/Pastor

The Prelude .................................................................................................................................................................... Prepare your heart for worship

The Call to Worship ......................................................................................................................................................................................... Chris Kimbrell

Hymn ................................................................................................................................................................................................ "How Firm a Foundation"

The Prayer of Confession and Praise ........................................................................................................................................................  Hal Pritchard

Hymn ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... "Rock of Ages"

Hymn ...................................................................................................................................................................... "My Faith Has Found a Resting Place"

Hymn ................................................................................................................................................................................................. "God be Merciful to Me"

The Pastoral Prayer ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

The Pastoral Prayer ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Hymn ............................................................................................................................................................................................. "I Know Whom I Have Believed"

The Benediction ................................................................................................................................................................................................. Hal Pritchard

The Postlude
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R.C. Sproul

COMMENTARY

At the very heart of the controversy in the sixteenth century was the 
question of the ground by which God declares anyone righteous in His 
sight. The psalmist asked, "If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who could stand?" (Ps. 130:3). In other words, if we have to stand before 
God and face His perfect justice and perfect judgment of our performance, 
none of us would be able to pass review. We all would fall, because as Paul 
reiterates, all of us have fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). So, 
the pressing question of justification is how can an unjust person ever 
be justified in the presence of a righteous and holy God?The Roman 
Catholic view is known as analytical justification. This means that God 
will declare a person just only when, under His perfect analysis, He finds 
that he is just, that righteousness is inherent in him. The person cannot 
have that righteousness without faith, without grace, and without the 
assistance of Christ. Nevertheless, in the final analysis, true righteousness 
must be present in the soul of a person before God will ever declare him 
just. Whereas the Roman view is analytical, the Reformation view is that 
justification is synthetic. A synthetic statement is one in which something 
new is added in the predicate that is not contained in the subject. If I said 
to you, "The bachelor was a poor man," I have told you something new 
in the second part of the sentence that was not already contained in the 
word bachelor. All bachelors are men by definition, but not all bachelors 
are poor men. There are many wealthy bachelors. Poverty and wealth are 
concepts that are not inherent in the idea of bachelorhood. So, when we 
say, "The bachelor was a poor man," there is a synthesis, as it were. When 
we say that the Reformation view of justification is synthetic, we mean 
that when God declares a person to be just in His sight, it is not because of 
what He finds in that person under His analysis. Rather, it is on the basis 
of something that is added to the person. That something that is added, 
of course, is the righteousness of Christ. This is why Luther said that 
the righteousness by which we are justified is extra nos, meaning "apart 
from us" or "outside of us." He also called it an "alien righteousness," not 
a righteousness that properly belongs to us, but a righteousness that is 
foreign to us, alien to us. It comes from outside the sphere of our own 
behavior. With both of these terms, Luther was speaking about the 
righteousness of Christ. If any word was at the center of the firestorm 
of the Reformation controversy and remains central to the debate even 
in our day, it is imputation. Numerous meetings were held between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics to try to repair the schism that was 
taking place in the sixteenth century. Theologians from Rome met with 
the magisterial Reformers, trying to resolve the difficulties and preserve 
the unity of the church. There was a longing for such unity on both sides. 
But the one concept that was always a sticking point, the idea that was 
so precious to the Protestants and such a stumbling block for the Roman 
Catholics, was imputation. We cannot really understand what the 
Reformation was about without understanding the central importance 
of this concept. When Paul explains the doctrine of justification, he cites 
the example of the patriarch Abraham. He writes: “For what does the 
Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness’” (Rom. 4:3, citing Gen. 15:6). In other words, Abraham had 
faith, and therefore God justified him. Abraham was still a sinner. The 
rest of the history of the life of Abraham reveals that he did not always 
obey God. Nevertheless, God counted him righteous because he believed 
in the promise God had made to him. This is an example of imputation, 

which involves transferring something legally to someone’s account, to 
reckon something to be there. So, Paul speaks of God counting Abraham 
as righteous or reckoning him as righteous, even though, in and of himself, 
Abraham was not yet righteous. He did not have righteousness inhering 
in him. As I noted above, the Roman Catholic idea is that grace is infused 
into the soul of a person at baptism, making the person inherently 
righteous, so that God therefore judges him to be righteous. But the 
Reformers insisted that we are justified when God imputes someone 
else’s righteousness to our account, namely, the righteousness of Christ. If 
any statement summarizes and captures the essence of the Reformation 
view, it is Luther’s famous Latin formula simul justus et peccator. Simul is 
the word from which we get the English simultaneous ; it means “at the 
same time.” Justus is the Latin word for “just” or “righteous.” Et simply 
means “and.” Peccator means “sinner.” So, with this formula— “at the 
same time just and sinner”—Luther was saying that in our justification, 
we are at the same time righteous and sinful. Now, if he had said we are 
just and sinful at the same time and in the same relationship, that would 
have been a contradiction in terms. But that is not what he was saying. 
He was saying that, in one sense, we are just. In another sense, we are 
sinners. In and of ourselves, under God’s scrutiny, we still have sin. But 
by God’s imputation of the righteousness of Jesus Christ to our accounts, 
we are considered just. This is the very heart of the gospel. In order to get 
into heaven, will I be judged by my righteousness or by the righteousness 
of Christ? If I have to trust in my righteousness to get into heaven, I 
must completely and utterly despair of any possibility of ever being 
redeemed. But when we see that the righteousness that is ours by faith 
is the perfect righteousness of Christ, we see how glorious is the good 
news of the gospel. The good news is simply this: I can be reconciled to 
God. I can be justified, not on the basis of what I do, but on the basis of 
what has been accomplished for me by Christ. Of course, Protestantism 
really teaches a double imputation. Our sin is imputed to Jesus and His 
righteousness is imputed to us. In this twofold transaction, we see that 
God does not compromise His integrity in providing salvation for His 
people. Rather, He punishes sin fully after it has been imputed to Jesus. 
This is why He is able to be both “just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus,” as Paul writes in Romans 3:26. So, my sin goes to Jesus and 
His righteousness comes to me. This is a truth worth dividing the church. 
This is the article on which the church stands or falls, because it is the 
article on which we all stand or fall. It is strange to me that Rome reacted 
so negatively to the idea of imputation, because in its own doctrine 
of the atonement, it holds that our sins are imputed to Jesus on the 
cross, which is why His atoning death has value for us. The principle of 
imputation is there. Furthermore, Rome teaches that a sinner can receive 
indulgences through the transfer of merit from the treasury of merit, but 
this transfer cannot be accomplished except by imputation. The Roman 
Catholic Church declared that the Reformation view of justification 
involves God in a “legal fiction” that undermines His integrity. Rome was 
asking how God, in His perfect righteousness and holiness, can declare 
a sinner to be just if he is not, in fact, just. That seems to involve God in 
a fictional declaration. The Protestant response was that God declares 
people just because He imputes the real righteousness of Christ to them. 
There is nothing fictional about Christ’s righteousness, and there is 
nothing fictional about God’s gracious imputation of that righteousness.
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President of RTS Charlotte, NC



RESPONSIBILITIES
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Today's Sound Operator - John Ingram

Today's Nursery Volunteers

August 14th

Morning 
Ashley Lirette & Claire Shores

Evening/Afternoon  
Cortney McDonald & Dumi Thakkar

Wednesday - August 17th

Lana Wakefield (Laurie Price)



ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SHEPHERDING A CHILD'S HEART CONFERENCE
Morrison Heights Baptist Church in Clinton, will be hosting a conference on parenting with Dr. Tedd 
Tripp, August 19th-20th.  For more information or to register go morrisonheights.org/tripp/.

MAKASHINYI'S VISIT
Pastor Isaac Makshinyi and his wife, Shupe, from Zambia, will be with us August 21st. He will preach in 
the morning worship service. Isaac was an elder at Grace while in seminary at RTS from 2005-2008. He 
is now pastor of Emmasdale Baptist Church in Lusuka, Zambia. Dumi Thakkar’s parents are members at 
Emmasdale, and her father is an elder there. Please spread the word of their visit with other former members.

CELEBRATING FIRST BAPTIST LISBON'S 100TH ANNIVERSARY
Pastor Thomas, Ms. Lawanda and their grandson, Carter Kimbrell, will leave for Portugal on August 
17th and return on the 30th. They will be joining the Oliveiras and the members of First Baptist Church 
Lisbon, Portugal in celebrating that 100th church anniversary. Pastor Thomas will be preaching in 
two worship services. Please pray for them as they represent Grace Baptist Church in this important 
event. While he is away, if there is a need, please call on Hal Pritchard or one of the deacons.


