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MORNING WORSHIP

Thomas Winn — Elder/Pastor

The Prelude Prepare your heart for worship
The Call to Worship Chris Kimbrell
Hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
The Prayer of Confession and Praise Cody Wallace
Hymn “In Christ Alon¢”
Hymn “Jesus is All the World to M¢”
The Reading of the Word —  Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 Hal Pritchard
Hymn “Not What My Hands Have Done”
The Pastoral Prayer Pastor Winn
The Sermon —  “Blessed Are Those That Mourn” (MalthCiy 5:4) .weeveveevssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss Pastor Winn

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Hymn "l am Thine, O Lord”
The Benediction Hal Pritchard
The Postlude

EVENING WORSHIP

The Prelude Prepare your heart for worship
Hymn "We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”
Hymn "My Faith Has Found a Resting Place”
The Pastoral Prayer Pastor Winn
The Sermon — “Ezekiels Leviticus” (Ezekiel 43:1-27) IHal Pritchard

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Hymn “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”
The Benediction

The Postlude



COMMENTARY
R.C. Sproul

Understanding that Christ begins the Beatitudes with a promise that
the kingdom of heaven belongs only to those who recognize their
poverty of spirit and thus repent and believe the gospel (Matt. 5:3)
helps us avoid a fundamental error often made regarding the teaching
of Jesus. The Sermon on the Mount is wellknown outside the church,
and the Beatitudes are often embraced as promises of God to all
people, regardless of their religious convictions. But if the blessing of
the kingdom of heaven belongs only to those who repent and trust
Jesus, the Beatitudes are not promises for everyone. They are promises
for Christians, for those who daily take up their crosses and follow
Christ (Luke 9:23). It is particularly important to remember this when
we consider the second beatitude: “Blessed are those who mourn, for
they shallbe comforted” ( Matt. 5:4 ). Reading this, we might immediately
think it refers to God comforting us when we mourn a loved one’s
death. Of course, as believers we do experience God’s consolation
in times of loss, but this is just one way the promise of the second
beatitude is fulfilled. There are other reasons that the Lord’s people
mourn in Scripture, and His promise to comfort our mourning applics
to these situations as well. First, we may experience the deep conviction
of the Holy Spirit and mourn for our sin and its offense against our holy
Creator. We see biblical examples of this in David’s repentance for

his sin with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12:1-23; Ps. 51) and the response of the

Jewish pilgrims to Peter’s Pentecost sermon, when they were “cut to

the heart” (Acts 2:1—41). This experience of mourning over sin is part
of what it means to be “poor in Spirit,” tying the second beatitude
nicely to the first one. We may also mourn in the midst of suffering for
the kingdom. Although we have a certain kind of joy in such trouble,
Scripture is honest that this pain is real. Jeremiah mourned over the
prosperity of the wicked and the afffictions of the righteous remnant of
Israel (Jer. 12:1-4 ). Even Jesus was a “man of sorrows” who mourned the
wickedness of the Israclites and suffered for His people (Isa. 53; Luke
13:34-35; 22:39—46 ). God’s comfort of His mourning people means that
those who sufter for righteousness’ sake will receive an eternal reward
(Matt. 5:12).

Coram Deo: Though Jesus was aman of sorrows, He was able to endure
suffering and pain because He knew that “out of the anguish of his soul”
He would “see and be satistied” (Isa. 53:11). We will never have to go
through what Christ did, but we can look to God’s promise of comfort
as a similar guarantee that we will one day see our mourning is not in
vain. This, in turn, will help us to suffer for the sake of the kingdom of
heaven in the here and now.



RESPONSIBILITIES

Today's Nursery Volunteers

February 27

Morning
Jessica Mullins & Elise de Waal

Evening/Afternoon
Bridgette Kimbrell & Mary Margaret Pritchard

Wednesday - March 274
Bethany Wallace (Jessica Mullins)

Today's Sound Operator - John Ingram




ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIBLE DRILL
Children’s Bible Drill will begin meeting at 5:00 pm on Sunday evenings before choir until
church drill.

CHILDREN'S CHOIR
The Preschool and Children's Choir will meet at 5:30 pm this afternoon. Please make note
of the time change. The normal schedule will resume after church bible drill.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY
The Ladies Bible Study will meet this Thursday, March 3" at 11 am. Please bring a sack
lunch and enjoy a time of fellowship afterwards.

MEN'S RETREAT
This year's retreat will be next weekend, March 4"-5" at Bethlehem Baptist Church, Laurel,
MS. The theme this year is "A Godly Man's Love for His God." Be sure to join us for this
time of edification and fellowship. The cost is $10/adult. Boys are free and are encouraged to
attend with their fathers. The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the Fellowship
Hall or see Chris or Pastor Thomas if you plan to attend so we can give Bethlehem an
accurate head count.

FELLOWSHIP MEAL

Remember to sign up for next Sunday's fellowship meal.



