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EVENING WORSHIP

The Sermon      "The Gospel of Ezekiel, Pt. II" (Ezekiel 11:17) .............................................................................................. Hal Pritchard

The Prelude .................................................................................................................................................................... Prepare your heart for worship

Trinity  Hymnal No. 37 .................................................................................................................................... "God is Our Refuge and Our Strength"

Trinity Hymnal No. 27 ......................................................................................................................................................... "Great is Thy Faithfulness"

The Pastoral Prayer ............................................................................................................................................................................................ Pastor Winn

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Trinity Hymnal No. 707 .......................................................................................................................................................... "Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior"

The Benediction ................................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

The Postlude

MORNING WORSHIP

The Sermon          "Jesus Buried in Joseph’s Tomb" (Mark 15:42-47) .............................................................................................. Pastor Winn

The Reading of the Word       Isaiah 53:1-12 ....................................................................................................................................... Hal Pritchard

Thomas Winn         Elder/Pastor

The Prelude .................................................................................................................................................................... Prepare your heart for worship

The Call to Worship ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Chris Kimbrell

Baptist Hymnal  No. 7 ....................................................................................................................................................... "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"

The Prayer of Confession and Praise ........................................................................................................................................................  Seth Lirette

Baptist Hymnal No. 54............................................................................................................................................................... "Great is Thy Faithfulness"

Baptist Hymnal No. 189 ................................................................................................................................................................. "The Lily of the Valley"

Baptist Hymnal No. 340 ................................................................................................................................................................. "A Wonderful Savior"

The Pastoral Prayer ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Winn

A Time of Reflection Upon the Word Preached

Baptist Hymnal No. 426  ...................................................................................................................................................................................... "Victory in Jesus"

The Benediction ................................................................................................................................................................................................ Hal Pritchard

The Postlude
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No Evening Service



R.C. Sproul

COMMENTARY

Our study of John’s gospel resumes today as we 
pick up our exposition in John 19:38. We are in the 
middle of considering the most significant events in 
all of human history—the death and resurrection of 
Jesus—and our text for this study describes the burial 
of Jesus. Once it was clear that Jesus was dead, Joseph 
of Arimathea approached Pontius Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus so that he could give it a proper 
burial (v. 38). Ancient Jews had tremendous respect 
for the human body, so much so that they were sure 
to bury the bodies of Jews even in cases where they 
had been convicted of a crime. Normally, in cases 
of sedition, the Romans left the bodies of crucified 
criminals on the cross for the vultures to take care of. 
However, leaving a body hanging on a tree overnight 
was a violation of the Mosaic law (Deut. 21:22–23), 
so the Romans would allow the Jews to follow their 
traditions and bury even those who had been found 
guilty of rebellion against Rome. Normally, the Jews 
would bury criminals in a common grave outside 
the city gates, but the body of Jesus got a different 
treatment. Some commentators believe that Pilate’s 
willingness to give the body to Joseph (and Nicodemus; 
v. 39) is a further indication that Pilate believed Jesus 
was innocent, since he allowed Jesus not to be buried 
with other criminals. We do not know much about 
Joseph of Arimathea except that he was a wealthy 
disciple of Jesus who sat on the Sanhedrin, the ruling 

council of first-century Judaism (Matt. 27:57; Mark 
15:43). John 19:38 tells us that he was a disciple 
in secret, and of course we know that Nicodemus’ 
devotion to Jesus was likely not public knowledge 
either, since he came to Jesus at night (3:1). We might 
be tempted to look down on Joseph and Nicodemus 
for their reticence to identify publicly with Jesus, yet 
it is worth noting that taking the body of Jesus for 
burial was a public declaration of their allegiance 
to our Lord. What is important is that they did not 
stay in hiding but finally showed their devotion to 
Christ. Following the burial practices of the Jews, 
Joseph and Nicodemus wrapped the body of Jesus in 
linen strips and spices that would mask the smell of 
decomposing flesh. Though Jesus had suffered much 
humiliation, the honor shown in His burial marks 
the beginning of a shift to a more exalted state for 
our Lord. He was laid in a new tomb, a special place 
reserved in God’s providence for Him (19:40–42). 
Coram Deo: It is sin to hide our allegiance to Christ 
(Matt. 10:32–33), but it is not unforgivable. The key 
is that we repent of being ashamed or afraid of our 
identification with Christ and publicly declare that 
we are His disciples. This is what Joseph of Arimathea 
and Nicodemus did when they took Jesus’ body for 
burial. If we have been ashamed of Jesus, let us repent 
today and ask the Lord to give us the courage to be 
known as disciples of Christ.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

 S O L U S  C H R I S TU S     S O
LI  D

EO
 G

LO
RIA    SOLA SCRIPTURA   

 S
O

LA
 F

ID
E

  
  

S
O

L A
 G

R AT I A
 S O L U S  C H R I S TU S     S O

LI  D
EO

 G
LO

RIA    SOLA SCRIPTURA   

 S
O

LA
 F

ID
E

  
  

S
O

L A
 G

R AT I A

Today we will have our fellowship meal immediately following the morning service.  

Bible Drill will meet today immediately following the fellowship meal.  Bible Buddies, Children's Choir, 
and 1st-6th Grade Choir will not meet today.

The church will be hosting the Deep South Founders Conference 
January 21st-23rd, 2021.  If you are able to help with hosting, please see 
Bro. Thomas.  If you would like to register for the conference visit
https://deepsouthfounders.com/registration/.

Our annual business meeting to vote on the 2021 budget will be this afternoon 
following our fellowship meal.  There will be no evening service.

The Ladies Bible Study will meet January 7th and 21st at 10am.

Evan and Bonnie Jones will be with us after our meal today to share about their work in West Africa. If 
you would like to contribute to their ministry, please put "West Africa" on your check memo or Venmo 
description.


